
Click to edit Master title styleClick to edit Master title style

Presented by:

Ashley Summers

June 23, 2017

Understanding 

Communities 

with Data & 

Maps

DRCOG’s 

Suite of Tools



Click to edit Master title styleClick to edit Master title styleWhere is DRCOG?

Denver Regional Council of Governments
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• Mission Statement

The Denver Regional Council of Governments is a 

planning organization where local governments collaborate 

to establish guidelines, set policy and allocate funding in 

the areas of:

• Transportation and Personal Mobility

• Growth and Development

• Aging and Disability Resources

• Vision Statement

Our region is a diverse network of vibrant, connected, 

lifelong communities with a broad spectrum of housing, 

transportation and employment, complemented by world-

class natural and built environments.
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Denver Regional Equity Atlas  

http://www.denverregionalequityatlas.org/

Denver Regional Visual Resources 

https://drcog.org/services-and-resources/denver-regional-

visual-resources OR https://drcog.org/drvr

Regional Data Catalog

http://gis.drcog.org/datacatalog/
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• Purpose

• To allow interaction with data at a local level

• To provide detailed tract-level analysis  with dynamically updated 
charts and graphs

• To allow the creation of custom maps

• Background

• Original version completed by Mile High Connects in 2011

• Series of static maps at a regional scale

• Shows housing, education, employment, demographic, and 
health data in relation to transit 
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• Audience

• The primary audience for this tool is service providers, 

researchers without the resources of a professional, and 

community groups needing to advocate for equity on their 

own behalf. 

• Groundwork Denver – support for a grant application

• FRESC- preparation for a focus group with national AARP policy 

committee for background on areas with high concentrations of 

55+ population compared with areas with rent-burdened housing

• Denver Urbanism blogger – investigating housing density near 

light rail stations
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Custom data 
mashups

Time series 
information

Save & share 
custom maps
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Dynamic 
graphics

Custom 
geographies

Current 
census data
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Metadata with 
links to public 
data

Download the 
raw data for 
further 
analysis
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• Purpose

• Online repository of data-driven infographics that explain the 
state of our region

• One-stop shop for data, webmaps, and story-telling 
visualizations

• An aesthetically-pleasing “guided tour” approach to 
explaining a particular topic/issue

• Topics in transportation, economics, and demographics

• Audience

• Users seeking a more curated experience while maintaining 
interactive data exploration
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View an 

interactive 

dashboard of 

demographic 

information
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Compare a 

community to 

the region or 

compare 2 

communities
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View regional 

and 

community 

data in 7 topic 

areas over 6 

years
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Learn about 

behaviors in a 

community –

such as 

commuting
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Get regional 

context for 

your local 

insights
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Download raw 

data to do 

your own 

analysis
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QUESTIONS?

Email me at asummers@drcog.org


